
The fact that
in 2007 he
already had 20
people have
allegations
against him…
why wasn’t he
kicked out after
the first one?’

—DarcyOrlandoBennet,
Babylon graduateThe Babylon High School campus in 2022. Documents detail how Babylon dealt with sexual harassment complaints. � Video: newsday.tv
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her inappropriately as her
coach. Bennet said she re-
ported the kiss to a guidance
counselor during the school’s
investigation into Goldsholle a
year later, but alleges the
school never informed her par-
ents.
An investigator with the at-

torney general’s office inter-
viewed Bennet twice, she said.
“They failed us. They failed

to keep us safe,” said Barbara
Maier Kulick, 32, a former ten-
nis player who said Goldsholle
inappropriately touched her
under the guise of helping her
athletic form. She didn’t report
it because she said his misbe-
havior was widely known and

normalized.
Goldsholle denied the accusa-

tions as well as any recollection
of having been “counseled in
the past regarding these issues,
particularly ones related to sex-
ual harassment,” the 2007 repri-
mand letter said.
In a statement, current Baby-

lon board president Carol
Dell’Erba said last week that
she and her fellow board mem-
bers “regard the past staff be-
havior alleged by former stu-
dents andmembers of the Baby-
lon community as abhorrent
and unacceptable.”
In the past 15 months, one

Babylon teacher resigned and
agreed to never seek employ-

ment at a school nationwide,
and another high school
teacher was arrested on rape
charges.
“It is a stain on our district

that we will continue to expend
every effort possible to rectify,”
said Dell’Erba, whose district
enrolls about 1,500 students.

‘Confused, disappointed’
Bennet and Kulick, shown

Goldsholle’s disciplinary docu-
ments that Newsday obtained,
said they were not among the
seven who complained to the
school about him.
Bennet, a sophomore at the

time, said she was interviewed
as part of the school’s investiga-

tion into Goldsholle in 2006
but was never told the full ex-
tent of the inquiry into him or
his discipline.
The 2007 reprimand letter

said Goldsholle faced com-
plaints from nearly 20 current
and former students that also
included allegations he failed
to properly supervise his spe-
cial education students.
“The fact that in 2007 he al-

ready had 20 people have allega-
tions against him . . . why
wasn’t he kicked out after the
first one? I just don’t under-
stand it,” Bennet said, adding
that she was “confused” and
“disappointed” by the disci-
pline.

Reading the documents, Ben-
net said, “kind of made me
sick.”
Kulick said she was shocked

that Goldsholle continued
teaching and retired with bene-
fits after the investigation
found seven female students’
complaints credible.
“How did it not go further?

Why were the police not in-
volved?” Kulick said.
Then-board president Dar-

rell Conway said this month
that Suffolk police were not in-
volved and that he does not re-
call any conversations about
whether to contact law enforce-
ment.
The district filed disciplinary

charges with the state Educa-
tion Department but later de-
clined to pursue Goldsholle’s
dismissal because officials did
not think a state-appointed arbi-
trator would rule in their favor,
Conway said.
Conway, 66, of Babylon, said

state law limited their ability to
fire Goldsholle despite what he
termed as “despicable” behav-
ior with the students. He said
the state’s teacher discipline
system should make it easier to
terminate an educator facing
credible sexual harassment
charges.
“If it was in the private sec-

tor, he would have been fired
that minute,” Conway said. “Un-
fortunately, the system that we
have protects actions like that.”
Instead, the board negotiated

See BABYLON on A4
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Document addressed to Barry Goldsholle from Babylon school district then-Superintendent Ellen
Best-Laimit obtained in a Freedom of Information Law request by Newsday.

Special education teacher Barry
Goldsholle in 2009 yearbook.
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